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EGC DECISION 
 
January 25th, 2020 
 
After conducting a diligent and thorough review, the Elections Governance Committee (EGC) 
has concluded that Zamir Fakirani has violated section 2.2 of the EGC Violations Policy. This 
violation occurred when Zamir Fakirani repeatedly distributed campaign materials with a 
predominant use of another candidate’s declared campaign colour - which was pink. 
Consequently, the EGC has sanctioned Zamir with a warning. The full report is attached. 
 
For further inquiries, please contact Julia Crump at cro.intern@westernusc.ca. 
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Candidate(s) under review: Zamir Fakirani 
Deliberations: January 25th, 2020 
 

 
1. Allegation(s) 

a. Zamir Fakirani repeatedly distributed campaign materials with a predominant 
use of another candidate’s campaign colour - which was pink. 

2. Violation Under By-Law #2/EGC Violations Policy 
a. Section 2.2 (EGC Violations Policy) 

Candidates shall campaign in accordance with the rules of fair play. Breaking 
the rules of fair play include but are not limited to: libel, slander, general 
sabotage of the campaigns of other candidates, intentional misrepresentation 
of fact, and malicious or intentional breach of this Policy or other applicable 
regulations. 

3. Investigative Action Taken by the EGC 
a. Several committee members examined the evidence in question to determine 

the validity of the allegation. Through this, the committee was able to 
determine these actions warranted a violation.  

b. Fakirani was requested to come in for a hearing on January 25th in order to 
follow up with the allegation. He attended the hearing, accompanied by one of 
his campaign managers.  

c. Fakirani had 3 main arguments for why he believed he had not violated section 
2.2 of EGC Violations Policy:  
i) He argued that in previous years, candidates were allowed to use different 
shades of their campaign colour without being penalized (see Exhibit 1).  
ii) Based on RGB values, he argued that the colour used in his campaign 
material is in fact “light red”, not pink (see exhibit 2). 
iii) He argued that pink is not a different enough colour than red to be 
distinguishable. 

d. The Committee disagrees with Fakirani’s arguments for the following reasons:  
i) Regardless of the fact that the EGC is not bound by precedent, the argument 
about previous years’ campaigns does not apply because the candidates in 
question (Cat Dunne and Bardia Jalayer) used shades of pink which did not 
overlap with other candidates’ campaign colours.  
ii & iii) He was aware that the colour pink was the declared colour of another 
candidate. He acknowledged this in the hearing, stating that he in fact tried to 
stay away from pink, green, and blue. However, the Committee determined 
that there was a predominant use of pink throughout Fakirani’s campaign 
materials. For example, the background of his website has significantly more 
pink than red (see exhibit 3). Additionally, numerous graphics and other pieces 
of campaign material had significantly more pink than red (see exhibit 4). 



Finally, the Committee also unanimously agreed that the colour in question 
used in Fakirani’s campaign materials would most reasonably be perceived as 
pink by the average person, hence the technicality behind the RGB values does 
not apply. For these reasons, the Committee believes that Zamir did not take 
reasonable precaution to prevent the violation from occurring.  

4. The EGC’s Findings 
a. The EGC determined the use of the colour pink to have negatively impacted 

Parker Thomlinson’s campaign by undermining his primary use of the colour in 
his campaign and thus, its use constituted a violation of section 2.2 of EGC 
Violations Policy. 

5. Decision 
a. In committee quorum, the EGC unanimously agreed that Zamir Fakirani is in 

violation of section 2.2 of EGC Violations Policy, which is considered a 
non-disqualifiable offence. 

b. The EGC demands that going forward, Zamir Fakirani’s campaign cease using 
the colour in question from all campaign materials. Furthermore, we request 
that the Fakirani campaign team update existing campaign materials with 
colours that cannot be reasonably perceived as pink.  

 

 
Approved for release: 
 
 
Julia Crump 
Chief Returning Officer, USC 
Elections Governance Committee 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Exhibit 1: Previous years’ candidates’ campaign material (Provided by Zamir Fakirani) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Exhibit 2: RGB Values (Provided by Zamir Fakirani) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Exhibit 3: Zamir Fakirani’s website  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Exhibit 4: Additional campaign material  

 
 


